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         The Thylacine or Tasmanian Tiger once lived in Australia. 
 

 

In 1930, a Tasmanian farmer shot a thylacine, or Tasmanian tiger.  The 

thylacine had attacked the chickens in his henhouse.  You can't blame him for 

defending his livestock.  However, what he did not know is that he had just killed 

the last wild thylacine. By 1936, the thylacine was extinct in captivity, as well. 
 

The Red List 

The thylacine is one of 795 extinct species on earth.  The International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) tracks the planet’s biodiversity– which 

is all the earth’s animals and plants. The animals and plants on the “Red List” are 

organized into categories that describe how much danger they are in of becoming 

extinct.  An endangered species is at risk of becoming extinct. Now, harming or 

killing an endangered species is illegal. It is important to protect endangered 

species so they do not become extinct. An extinct species is a species that no 

longer exists, like wooly mammoths.  Or at least it has been, until now.  
 

 
   The IUCN Red List  



	
 

Cloning for De-extinction and Species Revival  

For the first time, humans may be capable of bringing some extinct species 

back.  Wouldn’t it be awesome to bring back dinosaurs?  Can we really do it? And 

if we can, should we do it?  
 

Scientists have an answer to the first question: can we revive an extinct 

species?  Scientists may be able to revive extinct species through cloning.  Cloning 

is a process that creates an exact copy of an animal.  First, scientists find an 

animal’s remains. Then, they take genetic information from that animal to make a 

clone.  However, the genetic information must be well preserved. Sorry, the 

dinosaurs lived too long ago for their genetic information to work in the cloning 

process. But scientists might be able to clone more recently extinct animals like the 

thylacine or even the wooly mammoth because they became extinct more recently. 

 

 
A Geological Timeline of the Earth 

 

 



	
 

The Species Revival Debate 

Scientists find it more complicated to answer the second question: should we 

revive extinct species?  
 

There are three main arguments in favor of species revival. First, we should 

revive extinct species just because we can do it. The technology for cloning is 

available. Why prevent the progress of science?  Second, we can learn a lot about 

these lost animals.  It would be amazing to see the mammoths and thylacines roam 

the earth and learn how they live.  Also, there may be many benefits of species 

revival that are currently unknown. Third, we should do it because we have an 

obligation to do it. We have to correct some of the enormous wrong we have done 

by driving these animals of the Earth off the planet in the first place. 
 

There are a couple of reasons on the other side of the debate.  One reason we 

should not bring back extinct animals is because the ecosystems that many of these 

animals once lived in may not even exist anymore. Another reason not to bring 

them back is that many living species are critically endangered. Why waste 

resources trying to revive the extinct animals when we can focus instead on  saving 

endangered animals? 
 

The debate over whether we should revive species is ongoing.  There are 

many questions about the benefits and consequences of species revival that remain 

unanswered.  Where do you stand in the debate over species revival?  Do you think 

we should try to revive the thylacine and other extinct animals?  
 

 


