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Unit: Program Introduction 

Text: Technology in School  Cycle: Intro  Day: 1 

     Lesson: Comprehension, Semantics, Syntax 

Lesson Objectives: 

CCSS Lesson Objectives 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.1 

Read closely to determine what the text says 

explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; 

cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 

text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2 

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when 

writing or speaking. 

Students will understand the goals of the 

CLAVES program and feel excited to participate. 

Students will analyze and discuss the word 

technology. 

Students will generate questions, make inferences, 

and summarize while reading Technology in the 

Classroom in order to find evidence for how 

technology assists or detracts from learning. 

Students will define and generate examples of 

nouns and verbs. 

Materials: 

Teacher Students 

 Intro and Vocabulary PowerPoint

 Vocabulary Card

 Technology in the Classroom text

 Chart paper for Parts of Speech

 Word Blank Activity

 Student Workbook

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
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Introduction to CLAVES  (5 minutes) 

 Intro and Vocabulary PowerPoint 

Open up the PowerPoint presentation. Reviewing the first three slides, explain the purpose of 

CLAVES and what students will learn in the program.  

CLAVES is a reading, writing, listening and speaking program for students who speak 

more than one language. Participating in CLAVES will help teachers improve reading 

instruction for bilingual students. 

In CLAVES we will read interesting books and texts, watch videos, play games, and 

have conversations about challenging topics. We will practice skills from class and 

also learn some new skills, like vocabulary or semantics, word parts or morphology, 

sentence parts or syntax, and dialogic reasoning. Show anchor chart with reference of 

key terms. 

Explain that students will learn about all the parts of CLAVES by practicing with a mini-unit 

about how technology can be used in school. 

*Optional: Pick a group name, decorate student binders, or other engagement activity.

Practice with Semantics (5 minutes) 

 Intro and Vocabulary PowerPoint + Vocabulary Card 

Explain that the first day of CLAVES includes practice with semantics, which is the study of 

word meaning.  

Show PowerPoint to introduce vocabulary. Follow steps below for each word. 

1. Show slide with target word, read word aloud, and have students say the word. Display

matching vocabulary card.

2. Discuss word parts and definition. Ask students: What do you know about this word?

What word parts do you notice in the word?  Do you know what those parts means?

Explain how putting those parts together leads to the definition.

3. If applicable, PowerPoint includes the Spanish cognate. Have students notice

similarities between English and Spanish words.

4. Use PowerPoint slide to preview word in the text and ask student what they think that

means.
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For teacher reference: 

Target Word 
(part of speech) 

Word Part 
(meaning) 

Definition Cognate Context 

Technology 
Noun 

Ology (study of) The study of 

technical things. 
tecnología Cell phones are an 

example of technology. 

Practice with Comprehension Strategies (8 minutes) 

Technology in the Classroom text, chart paper or white board 

Share reading goal with students:  

Find evidence for why technology, like cell phones, should or should not be used in the 

classroom. 

Read Technology in the Classroom. 

While reading, stop to model how to: ask and answer questions, make inferences, and 

summarize. 

Comprehension strategies and suggested questions:   

Questioning: Students develop and attempt to answer questions about important ideas 

in the text while reading, using words such as where or why to develop their questions. 

Why would it be a problem for students to look up a question online? 

Inferencing: Students generate information that is important to building meaning but 

that is missing from, or not explicitly stated in, the text.  

Would using cell phones in school be more of a benefit for you, or a problem? 

Summarizing: Students briefly describe, orally or in writing, the main points of what 

they read.  

What are some of the problems with allowing cell phones in schools? 

For all questions, encourage students to find evidence from the text to support their answers.  

Practice with Syntax: Parts of Speech (12 minutes) 

Chart paper for Parts of Speech Chart, Student Workbook 

Explain that CLAVES includes close attention to language, and how words and phrases are put 

together to create sentences. This is called syntax.  

Create a Parts of Speech anchor chart, while explaining each component. 

Explain that words can be categorized by their purpose, or part of speech.  



The Comprehension, Linguistic Awareness, and Vocabulary in English and Spanish (CLAVES) Intervention Project 

CLAVES Intervention Project 

Funded by the Institute of Education Sciences (IES)   4 

Noun: Person, place, thing, or idea. 

Examples: technology, cell phone, students 

Action Verbs: Action verbs describe a physical or mental action. 

Examples: learn, read, talk, write 

Linking Verbs: Linking verbs connect subject (who or what the sentence is about) 

with a describing word (adjective). 

Examples: She is happy. They are playing. He seems sad. 

For teacher reference: 

Part of Speech Definition Examples 

Noun Person, place, thing, or idea Cell phone, technology, school, 

students 

Action Verbs Describe an action Learn, read, talk, write 

Linking Verbs Connect the subject to the 

describing word 

Are, is, was, seem 

*Optional: Use symbol or color to mark part of speech.

Ask students to open up their workbooks to complete the word blank activity in pairs or as 

a group. 



CLAVES 
Intervention Project

PROGRAM INTRODUCTION| CYCLE 0

What is CLAVES?
CLAVES is a reading, 
writing, listening and 
speaking program for 
students who speak more 
than one language. 

In this program you will 
learn:  
 Word meaning

(semantics)
 Word parts

(morphology)
 Sentence parts

(syntax)
 Debate/argument 

(dialogic reasoning)

We will read 6 texts and 
watch 6 videos

technology
NOUN

Technology means a machine or 
piece of equipment invented 
using science

Cell phones

Many new technologies 
are types of machines.

3-D Printer

Laptop computers

Drones

The Spanish word for 
technology is 
___________.
NOUN

tecnología
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Tecnología means a machine or 
piece of equipment invented 
using science

What examples of 
technology can 

you think of?
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Vocabulary card for CLAVES Introduction 

technology
noun 

 Technology means a 
machine or piece of 
equipment invented  

using science 

3-D printing is a new technology
that can be used to print food,

machine parts, and even parts of 
the human body. 
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Technology in the Classroom 

    Many American teenagers have a cell phone or smart phone, 
according to a recent survey. Teenagers use this technology for many purposes. 
They connect on social media, play games, read books, and listen to music on 
their phones. Some schools allow students to use their phones in class, while 
others do not.  

There are some problems with allowing phones in schools. For one, they 
may distract students from learning. Imagine you are in science class and your 
friend sends you a message. You might want to look at your phone and text 
your friend back. But, in that time, you might miss important information from 
class. Also, some people think cell phones might encourage students to look up 
answers online, without trying to figure it out on their own first.  

There are also some benefits to allowing phones in schools. You could use 
a smart phone to take notes, record your homework assignments, or read your 
textbooks. This would use less paper and allow students to use one device for all 
of their subjects. Additionally, for students who speak more than one language, 
there are many programs that can help translate and explain words in another 
language.  

Where do you stand on the cell phone debate? 

Adapted from: http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/04/09/teens-social-media-technology-2015/ 

Are cell phones 
helping these 

students learn?
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http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/04/09/teens-social-media-technology-2015/
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Unit: Program Introduction 

Text: Technology in School  Cycle: Intro  Day: 2 

     Lesson: Morphology, Dialogic Reasoning 

Lesson Objectives: 

CCSS Lesson Objectives 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 

from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 

texts, building on others' ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 

Students will recognize morphological word parts 

(prefixes, suffixes, base words). 

Students will engage in a collaborative discussion. 

Materials: 

Teacher Students 

 Chart paper for Morphology Bank

 Vocabulary Card

 Technology in the Classroom text

 Student Workbook

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/
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Practice with Morphology (10 minutes) 

Chart paper, Student Workbook 

Show students the morphology bank in their student workbook and explain each component. 

Morphology: the study of word parts. Morph means ‘form’ and ology means ‘study 

of’, so morphology means ‘study of word forms or parts.’  

Prefixes: word parts that come before a base word. Pre-means ‘before’ and ‘fix’ means 

attach. So, you attach prefixes to the beginning of a base word.  

Guide students to add pre (‘before’) to their morphology bank. 

Suffixes: word parts that come after a base word. 

Guide students to add -ology (‘study of’) to their morphology bank. 

For teacher reference: 

Prefix Meaning Example Suffix Meaning Example 

pre before Prefix, preview ology study of Technology, morphology 

Metalinguistic awareness think-aloud: You can use morphology, the study of word parts, to 

figure out what words mean by breaking them down into parts you know. We will add word 

parts to our morphology bank while we read in CLAVES. 

Practice with Dialogic Reasoning (20 minutes) 

Technology in the Classroom text 

Explain Dialogic Reasoning (DR). 

Ask students what words they recognize in the word “dialogic.” Make the connection 

to “dialogue.” Tell students that a dialogue is a conversation where both people are 

talking and sharing ideas. Explain that this is what will be happening in DR 

conversations.  

The purpose of dialogic reasoning is to have a respectful discussion about an important 

issue. How is a dialogue different from the way you usually talk in class? 

Show video of other students participating in a DR. Ask students what they notice about how 

the students are talking to each other during a DR.  

Introduce students to DR guidelines: 

I am respectful of classmates and their ideas. 

I listen carefully without interrupting. 

I stick to the topic. 

I talk freely without raising my hand. 
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Tell students they will have a practice DR discussion with the following question: Should 

students be able to use cell phones in class? 

Explain that students will take a minute to think about their opinion or stance on the 

question and have a conversation about it using reasons and evidence. 

Describe the difference between reasons and evidence. 

Reason: a cause or explanation for an action, opinion, or event. 

Evidence: facts and details that give proof of or a reason to believe something. 

Facilitate students DR conversation. Ask probing questions as needed. Encourage 

students to follow the DR guidelines.  

Record key ideas on the board or chart paper. 

For teacher reference: 

Possible Arguments for “Yes” Possible Arguments for “No” 

 Students could look things up that

would help them understand things

in class better

 You can see pictures on cell phones

 You can work in groups easily

 You can type things

 Cell phones are fun

 Cell phones can be very distracting

 Students spend too much time on

their phones already

 Not everyone has cell phones so it

wouldn’t be fair

 Students could be doing things on

their phone that aren’t related to

class

After the conversation is finished, summarize the arguments. 

Ask students to restate their position, and take a final poll. 

Ask students what they noticed about the discussion, what worked and what didn’t, and 

how it was different than the way they usually talk in class. 
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Morphology Bank 

Prefix Meaning Examples Suffix Meaning Examples 
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1. I am respectful of classmates
and their ideas.

2. I listen carefully without
interrupting.

3. I stick to the topic.

4. I talk freely with my classmates
without raising my hand.
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Student Workbook 
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Glossary 

Semantics: Word meaning 

Morphology: Word parts 

Syntax: Sentence parts 

Dialogic reasoning: An argument or debate 

Technology (tecnología): a machine or piece of equipment 
invented using science 

Other new words: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Parts of Speech  
Word Blank Game 

Directions: Work in partners to fill in the text below with the missing 
words. Decide who will be partner one and partner two. Partner one 
will ask partner two to name the type of missing word (example: first 
name, action verb, or noun). Without looking at the text, partner two 
should name the type of missing word (example: Jennifer, running, or 
pickles). Partner one will write in partner two’s responses and then 
read the new text aloud. When you have finished, switch roles. 

All About Me 

My name is _________________. I am good at _________________ and 

_________________. My favorite subject in school is _________________ and I really 

don’t like my _________________ class. After school I like to watch 

_________________ for a few hours before working on my _________________. When 

I grow up I want to be a _________________ so that I can _________________ all day 

long. I am excited to be in CLAVES and to learn more about _________________. 

Now that I’ve learned what nouns and verbs are, I am ready to 

_________________! 

First name Action verb 

Action verb Noun 

Noun 

Noun Noun 

Noun Action verb 

Noun 

Action verb 
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