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Unit: Rights 

Text: N/A Cycle: 0  Day: 0 

     Lesson: Rights Unit Introduction 

Lesson Objectives: 

CCSS Lesson Objectives 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

Students will analyze and discuss the words 
fair, right, freedom, and advocate. 

Students will brainstorm different actions 
that people can take when they feel they are 
being treated unfairly. 

Materials: 

Teacher Students 
 Introduction PowerPoint
 Vocabulary cards

 Student Workbook
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Activate Background Knowledge (10 minutes) 

Introduction PowerPoint 

State lesson objectives. 

Begin the Introduction PowerPoint containing both background knowledge and vocabulary 
slides, and introduce the essential questions for the Rights unit: 

1. How can people stand up for their rights?
2. What can people do to change things that are unfair?

Present examples of fairness in different situations, using the PowerPoint slides: 
Example 1: How can four friends split a cookie fairly? What does fair mean in this 
example? (Equal) 

Example 2: Sophie needs glasses to read. Is it fair that Sophie wears glasses to read? To 
make the situation fair, should everyone in the class wear glasses? What does fair mean in 
this example? (Everyone getting what they need) 

Introduce Vocabulary (10 minutes) 
Introduction PowerPoint + Vocabulary Cards 

Continue PowerPoint to introduce vocabulary. Follow steps below for each word. 
1. Show slide with target word, read word aloud, and have students say the word.

Display matching vocabulary card.
2. Discuss word parts and definition. Ask students: What do you know about this word?

What word parts do you notice in the word?  Do you know what those parts means?
Explain how putting those parts together leads to the definition.

3. If applicable, PowerPoint includes the Spanish cognate. Have students notice
similarities between English and Spanish words.

4. Use PowerPoint slide to preview word in the text and ask student what they think that
means.

For teacher reference: 

Target Word  Word Part Definition Cognate Context 

Right  
(noun) 

-- Something that you 
deserve 

-- In this unit, we’re going to 
talk about what rights we 
think animals and people 
should have, and how they 
should be treated 

Freedom 
(noun) 

Free (being 
able to do 
what you 
want) 

The power or right 
to act, speak, or 
think as you want.  

-- In this unit, we are going to 
read a story about how a 
gorilla who is captured gets 
his freedom 
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 Advocate 
(verb) 

-- To stand up for a 
person or cause.  

In this unit, we are going to 
read about a boy and his 
mother who advocate for 
workers to be treated fairly. 

Engagement Activity/Closing (10 minutes) 
Introduction PowerPoint + Student Workbook (optional) 

Ask students to open their student workbooks to the Rights Unit Essential Questions 
worksheet. Lead a brainstorming session of different actions that people can take when they 
feel they are being treated unfairly. Cue students to write down their responses to the essential 
questions in their notes to come back to at the end of the unit (e.g. protesting, petitioning, 
striking, etc.). 

Encourage students to use the new vocabulary to express their ideas. 

Use the PowerPoint to show images demonstrating various actions that people take to fight for 
rights as needed to help students generate additional ideas. 

Teachers may choose to pose to students a hypothetical, kid-relevant, unfair situation: Your 
favorite candy store creates a new policy that children under 12 aren't allowed. What would 
you do to change this situation? 

Record students’ ideas on chart paper. Save this chart to come back to later in the unit. 

Closing: 
Explain that students will be reading two books in this Unit that explore issues related to 
rights, and that in the next twelve lessons students will discover lots of different ways to go 
about changing things that they feel are unfair.  

*Optional: Ask students to add any additional ideas or examples to their glossary.
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Introduction to the 
Rights Unit

CLAVES INTERVENTION PROJECT

Essential Questions

How can people stand up for
their rights?

What can people do to change
things that are unfair?

What is fair?
Four friends want to 
share one cookie. 
How do they share 
fairly?

Sometimes fair
means equal

What is fair?
Sophie needs glasses to 
read. Is it fair that Sophie 
gets to wear glasses? 
Would it be more fair if 
everyone in the class 
wears glasses?

Sometimes fair
means equal

Other times fair
means everyone gets 
what they need

Right
NOUN

Right means something that 
you deserve

What are your 
rights?

Education

Free speech Protest

Religion

Information

Life Work
Equality

Many of the most 
important 

debates in the 
history of the 
United States 

have been about 
rights.

And many others…
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During the Rights Unit…

We going to talk about what rights we think animals and people 
should have, and how they should be treated.

Freedom
NOUN

Free = able to do 
what you want

Freedom means the power or right
to act, speak, or think as you want.

In the Rights Unit, we are going to read a story about a gorilla who is 
captured and how he gets his freedom.

Advocate
NOUN OR VERB

Advocate means standing up for a 
person or cause

For example 
these parents are 

advocates
because they are 
standing against 

bullying.

Advocate means standing up for a 
person or cause

In this unit, we are 
going to read 

about a boy and 
his mother who 
advocate for 
workers to be 
treated fairly.

What do you think 
this book will be 

about?
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Fair 
Freedom
Advocate
RIGHTS UNIT INTRODUCTION

Images for Engagement and 
Closing Activity
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Student Workbook 
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Glossary 

Right: (adj.) correct. 

Right: (n.) something that you deserve.  

Freedom: the power or right to act, speak, or think as you want. 

Advocate: to stand up for a person or cause.  

Other new words: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Rights Unit Essential Questions 

1. How can people stand up for their rights?

2. What can people do to change things that are unfair?
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